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Trump picks FTC commissioner 
Andrew Ferguson to chair FTC

NEW YORK (Reuters) 
— U.S. President-elect 
Donald Trump tapped 
Federal Trade Com-
missioner Andrew 
Ferguson to lead the 

consumer protection and antitrust 
agency, Trump said on social media on 
Tuesday.

Ferguson, one of two Senate-con-
firmed Republican FTC commissioners 
appointed by President Joe Biden, will 
be “the most America First, and pro-in-
novation FTC Chair in our Country’s 
History,” Trump said.

“Andrew has a proven record of 
standing up to Big Tech censorship, 
and protecting Freedom of Speech in 
our Great Country,” Trump said on his 
Truth Social platform.

Trump said in a separate post that he 
would nominate Mark Meador, a part-
ner at law firm Kressin Meador Powers 
and former antitrust counsel to Repub-
lican U.S. Senator Mike Lee, to become 
an FTC commissioner.

Lee previously proposed legislation 
that would remove federal antitrust au-
thority from the FTC, which shares it 
with the U.S. Department of Justice.

Once confirmed, Meador would fill 
the spot currently occupied by FTC 
Chair Lina Khan, whose term on the 
commission has expired.

Ferguson, Virginia’s former solicitor 
general, wants the FTC to investigate 
censorship of conservative viewpoints 
online. If social media platforms collab-
orate to suppress such views or adver-
tisers coordinate pulling business from 

Google asks FTC to break 
up Microsoft, OpenAI deal

Google has asked the U.S. govern-
ment to break up Microsoft’s exclusive 
agreement to host OpenAI’s technology 
on its cloud servers, the Information re-
ported on Tuesday.

The conversation happened after the 
U.S. Federal Trade Commission asked 
Google about Microsoft’s business 
practices as part of a broader investi-
gation, the report said, citing a person 
directly involved in the discussion.

Tech companies that compete with 
Microsoft in renting out cloud servers, 
such as Google and Amazon, also want 
to host OpenAI’s models so that their 
cloud customers don’t need to access 
Microsoft servers to get access to the 
startup’s technology, the report said.

According to the report, companies 
that purchase ChatGPT-maker Ope-
nAI’s technology through Microsoft 
may have to face additional charges if 
they don’t already use Microsoft servers 

Reuters

platforms such as Elon Musk’s X, they 
should be charged with violating U.S. 
antitrust law, Ferguson has said.

“We must vigorously enforce the anti-
trust laws against any platforms found to 
be unlawfully limiting Americans’ abili-
ty to exchange ideas freely and openly,” 
Ferguson said in a recent statement.

Sped-up environmental approvals
WASHINGTON (AFP-Jiji) — U.S. 

President-elect Donald Trump on Tues-
day vowed to speed up environmental 
approvals for those investing $1 billion 
or more in the United States.

His comments in a social media post 
come after an election campaign in 
which he promised to boost the domes-
tic fossil fuel industry and bring down 
energy costs.

He has since also pledged to expand 
“all forms of energy production to grow 
our economy.”

On Tuesday, Trump said any per-
son or company investing $1 billion or 
more in the country “will receive fully 
expedited approvals and permits, in-
cluding, but in no way limited to, all 
Environmental approvals.”

He did not provide further details on 
how his administration would help in-
vestors secure such approvals.

The Republican revived his “drill, baby, 
drill” slogan during the election cam-
paign and in his victory speech described 
U.S. oil and gas reserves as “liquid gold.”

Experts have warned that Trump’s 
presidency could slam the brakes on 
the green energy transition, hampering 
efforts to meet key climate targets.

to run their operations.
Google and other competitors have 

highlighted that these new costs will 
harm customers, the report said.

Microsoft, Google, OpenAI and the 

Kroger-Albertsons merger halted

The proposed merger between super-
market giants Kroger and Albertsons 
floundered on Tuesday after judges 
overseeing two separate cases both 
halted the deal.

U.S. District Court Judge Adrienne 
Nelson issued a preliminary injunc-
tion blocking the merger Tuesday after 
holding a three-week hearing in Port-
land, Oregon.

Later Tuesday, Judge Marshall Fer-
guson in Seattle issued a permanent 
injunction barring the merger in Wash-
ington after concluding it would less-
en competition in the state and violate 
Washington’s consumer-protection laws.
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