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Japan and Chile are looking to-
ward the future 
together, building 
on a longstand-
ing f r iendship 
that  wi l l  soon 
celebrate 130 
years. For over a 
century, our two 
countries have 
been develop-
ing a close and 
trusted relationship, strengthened 
by cooperation across strategic 
areas, including trade, innovation, 
defense, renewable energy, mining 
and many others. This enduring 
partnership continues to deepen 
through regular and fruitful dia-
logue, high-level exchanges and a 
shared commitment to building a 
prosperous and sustainable future 
for both countries.

Just last month, our Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Francisco Pérez, 
visited Tokyo and met with his coun-
terpart, Foreign Minister Toshimitsu 
Motegi, several Japanese authorities 
and representatives of Japanese 
companies with extensive invest-
ments in Chile. His visit confirmed 
the trust that the Japanese public 
and private sectors place in our 
country, as well as their appreciation 
for Chile’s stability and trajectory. 
Japan is currently the largest Asian 
investor in Chile, with more than 
$7.7 billion invested across key ar-

eas, including energy, mining, global 
services and the food industry. 

Our bilateral trade is also growing 
steadily, increasing by more than 
5% in 2025 to reach $10.6 billion. 
Seafood products stand out on the 
Chilean side, particularly salmon 
and trout, with exports increasing 
by 8.6% to $1.3 billion. At the same 
time, we see new opportunities in 
areas such as aquaculture solu-
tions, AgriTech, HealthTech 
and other emerging sectors, 
connecting Chilean startups 
with Japan’s vibrant inno-
vation ecosystem. Chilean 
innovation is also finding 
its place in Japan, reflected 
in Chile’s participation in 
the Tokyo Game Show for 
more than 10 years. This 
year, six Chilean video 
game companies will take 
part, further strengthening 
these connections.

Our people-to-people ex-
changes are also growing, 
with nearly 24,000 Chileans 
visiting Japan in 2025, a 28% 
increase from 2024 and three 
times the figure recorded in 
2015. This growth brings our 
cultures closer and fosters 
greater mutual understand-
ing. It is complemented by 
the successful Working Hol-
iday Program, which allows 
200 young Chileans each 
year to experience life and 
work in Japan.

In the field of science 

and technology, the 1st Meeting of 
the Chile-Japan Joint Committee 
on Cooperation in Science and 
Technology was held virtually last 
December, bringing together repre-
sentatives from ministries, funding 
agencies, universities and research 
institutions. Established under the 
2023 bilateral agreement in these 
areas, the Committee serves as 
the main mechanism for promoting 

cooperation in science, technology 
and innovation, while identifying 
priority areas for collaboration.

This year also marked the reopen-
ing of the Defense Attaché’s Office 
at the Embassy of Chile in Japan, 
after a 44-year absence since 1982. 
The office holds particular signifi-

cance, given the deep defense ties 
between our countries. The earliest 
bonds between our nations were 
forged across the Pacific by sea, 
long before diplomatic relations 
were established in 1897. We are 
confident that this renewed pres-
ence will open a new chapter in our 

longstanding friendship as well as 
strengthening our path toward a 
strategic defense partnership and 
deeper cooperation. From the Pa-
cific that brought us together to the 
challenges ahead, Chile and Japan 
remain committed to moving forward 
side by side.
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Torres del Paine National Park is a world-
renowned protected area in the south of Chile.
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‘Woman Unknown’ wins 
Golden Lion at Venice festival

VENICE (AP) — “Woman Un-
known,” a drama about Den-
mark in the aftermath of the 
Nazi occupation directed by 
May el-Toukhy, won the presti-
gious Golden Lion at the 83rd 

Venice Film Festival.
The Maggie Gyllenhaal-led jury an-

nounced the winners, which included a best 
actor prize for John Malkovich for his per-
formance in the dark CIA comedy “Wild 
Horse Nine.”

Malkovich was not in attendance at the cere-
mony, but he sent a video message, explaining 
that he is shooting in Montreal.

“I am humbled to be chosen for this award 
which has been given to so many wonderful ac-
tors,” Malkovich said.

Only 8 women have won a Golden Lion
El-Toukhy, who was the only woman to have 

solely directed a film in the main competition 
this year, is the eighth woman to have won the 
festival’s top prize.

“To me personally, ‘Woman Unknown’ is 
about the female body as a battleground,” el-
Toukhy said. “At the same time the film tells 
the tale of women who are unseen, invisible and 
voiceless.”

She thanked Gyllenhaal for using her voice to 
shine a light on unequal opportunities for wom-
en in moviemaking.

The film, which does not yet have distribu-
tion in North America, is centered on a young 
nanny and housemaid who is about to marry 
her wealthy employer in the immediate after-

math of the war. But she harbors a secret past 
intimate relationship with a German soldier 
that threatens to upend her reputation. The 
lead, Mathilde Arcel, won the festival’s best ac-
tress prize.

Arcel was visibly emotional as she accepted 
the award, which she placed on the floor as she 
spoke as she said it was very heavy.

“This is my first lead role in a movie and my 
first time at a film festival,” she said. “I’m ex-
tremely honored.”

South Korean auteur Lee Chang-dong’s poetic 
portrait of class and labor, “Possible Love,” won 
the Silver Lion — Grand Jury Prize. “Possible 
Love” is Lee’s first film in eight years, following 
his acclaimed “Burning.”

“We are living in an era where the meaning of 
labor is fading and human connections are in-

Director May el-Toukhy, winner of the Golden Lion for best film for “Woman Unknown,” poses for photographers at the awards photo call.

Jury member 
Johnnie To, left, 
presents director 
Lee Chang-dong 
the grand jury 
prize for the film 
“Possible Love.”

Mathilde Arcel, winner of the Coppa Volpi for Best Actress for the film “Woman 
Unknown,” poses for photographers.
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creasingly becoming severed,” Lee said through 
a translator. “I made this film to ask what cine-
ma can and should do in times like these. I take 
this award as a sign that you want me to keep 
asking these questions.”

Gaza documentary takes special jury prize
“NAZA,” a harrowing documentary about 

military strategies employed in the war in Gaza 
from Israeli filmmakers Yuval Abraham and Ra-
chel Szor, was awarded the Special Jury Prize.

“It’s honestly not very easy to stand here, 
thinking of all the people, the Israeli politicians, 
the journalists back home who are attacking this 
film, denying it without even seeing it,” Abra-
ham said. “It is really, really especially important 
to us that Israelis watch this film.”

The documentary was added to the main 
competition late — at the request of the film-
makers — and debuted late in the schedule as 
well, but its impact was felt as it received a re-
cord-breaking standing ovation, lasting some 25 
minutes, after its premiere.

Shot on the rooftops of Tel Aviv at night in 
extreme secrecy over three years, “NAZA” fea-
tures testimony from 24 Israeli military insiders 
including intelligence officers and soldiers who 
give insight into the war in Gaza and what they 
say is the systemic killing of Palestinian civil-
ians.

The jury gave the Silver Lion for directing to 

Ilya Krzhanovsky for his film “Dau,” a project 
about the Soviet physicists who built the atom-
ic bomb that has taken over 20 years to make. 
Krzhanovsky, who renounced his Russian citi-
zenship in protest of the war in Ukraine, ded-
icated the prize to Ukrainians, including his 
mother who was born there.

French director Stephane Brize’s won the 
screenplay prize for his corporate drama “A 
Good Little Soldier.” Malou Khebizi was given 
the Marcello Mastroianni award for emerging 
actor for her role in Cedric Kahn’s “A Place to 
Heal,” which is set in an adolescent psychiatric 
ward in a public hospital.

The jury this year included “The Voice of 
Hind Rajab” director Kaouther Ben Hania, 
English composer Daniel Blumberg, French 
filmmaker Xavier Giannoli, Afghan filmmaker 
Shahrbanoo Sadat and Hong Kong filmmaker 
Johnnie To.

Aside from Malkovich’s win, the starrier Hol-
lywood films playing in competition were shut 
out of the awards, including “Primetime,” “Bun-
ker” and “Ink.”

Some look to the Venice Film Festival awards 
for early indications of who might be in with a 
shot at Oscar nominations and wins. In recent 
years, Venice has launched winning best actor 
campaigns for people like Brendan Fraser and 
Adrien Brody.

Malkovich has yet to win an Oscar.


