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Today is the 26th of March, the
great Independence and National
Day of Bangladesh. On this day in
1971, the fight to establish an inde-
pendent, sovereign Bangladesh fi-
nally began. The mass people of
this country waged the Liberation
War against the Pakistani armed
forces. Consequently, Bangladesh
achieved independence at the cost
of lives of hundreds of thousands
of martyrs in a long nine-month
bloody Liberation War.

On this day, | remember with
deep respect the heroic martyrs of
the great Liberation War, all leaders
of the independence movement,
the valiant freedom fighters, the
mothers and sisters who lost their
honour, and the freedom-loving
people of this country, whose
supreme sacrifices and contribu-
tions brought for us this indepen-
dent Bangladesh. | also respectful-
ly remember all the martyrs of the
mass uprising of July-August 2024.

| pay my profound gratitude to
the members of our diaspora and
the diplomats who played an im-
portant role in shaping global pub-
lic opinion in favour of Bangladesh
during the Liberation War and later
in achieving international recogni-
tion. | also deeply acknowledge the

enormous contribution of our for-
eign friends in the emergence of in-
dependent Bangladesh.

The ultimate goal of our indepen-
dence was to end the oppression
of the then ruling class and to elim-
inate all forms of exploitation and
economic, social and political dis-
crimination. To make this happen,
people from all spheres including
students, farmers, and workers
fought to establish independent
Bangladesh in 1971 through a
long, united movement and war.
Their dream was to build a discrim-
ination-free Bangladesh, where
every citizen would enjoy the ben-
efits of independence equally.

Unfortunately, as the aspiration of
independence was not fulfilled
even after five decades, the mass
uprising took place in July-August
2024. The students and the people
sacrificed their lives fearlessly in
this uprising to establish their rights
to vote, uphold justice, eliminate
discrimination and ensure equal
opportunities for all. As a result, we
have once again got a golden op-
portunity to make our indepen-
dence meaningful through building
an exploitation-free, developed
country. The current Interim Go-
vernment, led by Honorable Chief
Adviser Professor Muhammad
Yunus, is determined to utilize this
opportunity. Let us all embrace the
spirit of independence and build a
truly independent, exploitation-free
and prosperous Bangladesh.

On this glorious day, | extend my
sincere greetings to the Bang-
ladeshi diaspora staying in different
parts of the world and are contribut-
ing to keep the country's economy
running. | thank all the members of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
our missions abroad who have
been working with firm commitment
to uphold our national interests and
enhance the country's image glob-
ally.

Md. Touhid Hossain
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Cox’s Bazar Sea Beach is the longest unbroken sea beach in the world. This 120-kilo-
meter beach is Bangladesh's most popular tourist destination.
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Parliamentary Friendship League

On the occasion of the Indepen-
dence and National Day of the
People’s Republic of Bangladesh,
| would like to express my heart-
felt congratulations to the govern-

ment and the people of
Bangladesh on behalf of the
Japan-Bangladesh Parliamentary
Friendship League.

| am pleased to see that coopera-
tion between the two countries is pro-
gressing in various fields under the
Strategic Partnership. In particular,
the economy of Bangladesh, which
maintains a high growth rate, is very
attractive to Japan, and | hope that
the ongoing negotiations for the
Economic Partnership Agreement
(EPA) between the two countries will
be concluded at an early date.

The Parliamentary Friendship
League will continue to contribute
to the further strengthening of our
bilateral relations.

| would like to conclude my mes-
sage by wishing further prosperity
of the people of Bangladesh.

Taro Aso
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The Mohansthangar, located in Bogura, is the oldest archeological site of Bangladesh.
Built around 300 BCE, the site was the capital of the Pundra Kingdom.
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Md. Daud Ali
Ambassador of Bangladesh

As we celebrate Bangladesh’s 54th
Anniversary of Independence and
National Day today, | extend my
heartfelt greetings to all. With pro-
found respect, we solemnly com-
memorate the martyrs and freedom
fighters who made the supreme sac-
rifice for our independence in 1971.
We remember with appreciation the
contributions of the Bangladeshi di-
aspora and expatriates abroad dur-
ing that historic struggle.

This moment also reminds us to
express our deep gratitude to the
people and government of Japan.
Japan was one of the first nations to
recognize Bangladesh as a so-
vereign state on Feb. 10, 1972, lay-
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Celebrating the 54t" Anniversary of Independence

ing the foundation for a dynamic part-
nership. Japan played a crucial role
in rebuilding our economy after the
war’s devastation.

Japan remains one of Bangla-
desh’s most trusted allies and largest
development partners. Over five
decades, bilateral relations have
flourished, exemplifying cooperation
and mutual understanding. Today,
nearly 350 Japanese companies op-
erate in Bangladesh, reinforcing our
robust economic ties.

With the highest esteem, | convey
my deep reverence to Their
Majesties, the Emperor and Empress
of Japan. | extend sincere thanks to
Prime Minister Shigeru Ishiba and his
government for their continued sup-
port of the people and the interim
government of Bangladesh, especial-
ly after the 2024 July Revolution —
the mass uprising led by our students
for the restoration of democracy and
human rights in our country.

The enduring friendship between
our countries, based on mutual re-
spect, shared values, and a commit-
ment to peace and prosperity, will un-
doubtedly reach greater heights in
the years ahead.

Long live Bangladesh-Japan
friendship!

Md. Daud Ali
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The Sundarbans is the largest mangrove forest in the world and also a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The forest is home to the majestic Royal Bengal Tiger and aesthetic Chitral

Deer.
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