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World leaders urged to step 
up for overexploited oceans

NICE, France (AFP-Jiji) — World 
leaders arrived in the French Riviera 
on Sunday ahead of a high-level sum-
mit on ocean conservation, as nations 
face pressure to adopt tougher stances 
on overfishing, pollution and marine 
protection.

The United Nations has sounded the 
alarm over an oceans “emergency” and 
leaders gathering in Nice will be called 
to commit money and stronger protec-
tions for the seas.

The UN Ocean Conference, starting 
Monday, seeks to turn a corner as na-
tions feud over deep-sea mining, plastic 
litter and exploitative fishing, against a 
backdrop of wider geopolitical tensions.

“We have a duty to mobilize, because 
the science is clear and the facts are 
there,” said French President Emmanu-
el Macron in Monaco on Sunday, where 
he attended a pre-conference event 
with Britain’s Prince William, among 

U.K. launches AI skills drive for workers, schoolchildren
LONDON (AFP-Jiji) — The U.K. govern-

ment is to team up with tech-giants including 
Google, Microsoft and Amazon to train 7.5 
million workers in AI skills, British Prime Min-
ister Keir Starmer was to announce Monday.

Starmer was also set to unveil £187 million 
($253 million) in funding to help develop tech 
abilities for 1 million secondary school students, 
as part of its “TechFirst” program to bring AI 
learning into classrooms and communities.

“We are putting the power of AI into the 
hands of the next generation — so they can 

shape the future, not be shaped by it,” Starm-
er was to say, according to extracts released by 
his Downing Street office.

“This training program will unlock opportu-
nity in every classroom — and lays the founda-
tions for a new era of growth,” he was to add.

The U.K.’s AI sector is valued at £72 billion 
and is projected to exceed £800 billion by 
2035. It is growing 30 times faster than the rest 
of the economy, employing over 64,000 peo-
ple, according to government figures.

Alongside TechFirst, Starmer was also to 

announce a government-industry partnership 
to train 7.5 million workers, with tech giants 
committing to make training materials freely 
available to businesses over the next five years.

Training will focus on teaching workers to 
use chatbots and large language models to 
boost productivity.

Google EMEA President Debbie Weinstein 
called it a “crucial initiative” essential devel-
oping AI skills, unlocking AI-powered growth 
“and cementing the U.K.’s position as an AI 
leader.”

Microsoft unveils ROG Xbox Ally 
handheld video game devices

SAN FRANCISCO (AFP-Jiji) — Microsoft on 
Sunday unveiled its first Xbox-branded hand-
held gaming devices, touting them as a way to 
play its vast library of titles anywhere.

Two “ROG Xbox Ally” models made in a 
partnership with Taiwan-based ASUS will be 
available by the year-end holiday season, Xbox 
president Sarah Bond said during an online 
event showcasing games heading for the plat-
form.

“The Xbox Ally is an Xbox you can hold in 

your hands, bringing together the power of 
Xbox and the freedom of Windows,” Bond said.

“On this Xbox, you can play games across 
your entire library, including all the Windows 
PC game stores from Xbox and Battle.net to 
Steam, GOG [Good Old Games platform] and 
Ubisoft Connect.”

The peek at Xbox Ally came just days after 
the release of Nintendo’s Switch 2, the handheld 
console that could score record early sales for 
the Japanese “Super Mario” creator.

U.K. may extend bottom trawling ban
LONDON (Reuters) — The British 

government said Monday it planned 
to extend a ban on bottom trawling to 
protect marine life amid calls from ac-
claimed naturalist David Attenborough 
and Prince William for urgent mea-
sures to protect the world’s oceans.

The plan, which will be subject to a 
consultation with those in the marine 
and fisheries sector, would see bottom 
trawling — dragging large nets along 
the sea floor — banned across about 
30,000 square kilometers of English 
seas covering 41 Marine Protected Ar-
eas, the government said.

Meta in talks for Scale AI over 
investment that ‘could top $10 bil.’

Meta Platforms Inc. 
is in talks to make a 
multibillion-dollar 
investment into ar-
tificial intelligence 
startup Scale AI, ac-

cording to people familiar with the matter.
The financing could exceed $10 bil-

lion in value, some of the people said, 
making it one of the largest private 
company funding events of all time.

The terms of the deal are not finalized 
and could still change, according to the 
people, who asked not to be identified 
discussing private information.

Representatives for Scale and Meta 

declined to comment.
Scale AI, whose customers include 

Microsoft Corp. and OpenAI, provides 
data labeling services to help compa-
nies train machine-learning models 
and has become a key beneficiary of 
the generative AI boom. The startup 
was last valued at about $14 billion in 
2024, in a funding round that included 
backing from Meta and Microsoft. Ear-
lier this year, Bloomberg reported that 
Scale was in talks for a tender offer that 
would value it at $25 billion.

This would be Meta’s biggest ever ex-
ternal AI investment, and a rare move 
for the company. The social media giant 
has before now mostly depended on its 
in-house research, plus a more open de-

velopment strategy, to make improve-
ments in its AI technology. Meanwhile, 
Big Tech peers have invested heavily: 
Microsoft has put more than $13 billion 
into OpenAI while both Amazon.com 
Inc. and Alphabet Inc. have put billions 
into rival Anthropic.

Part of those companies’ investments 
have been through credits to use their 
computing power. Meta doesn’t have 
a cloud business, and it’s unclear what 
format Meta’s investment will take.

Chief Executive Officer Mark Zuck-
erberg has made AI Meta’s top priority, 
and said in January that the company 
would spend as much as $65 billion on 
related projects this year.

The company’s push includes an ef-

fort to make Llama the industry stan-
dard worldwide. Meta’s AI chatbot 
— already available on Facebook, Ins-
tagram and WhatsApp — is used by 1 
billion people per month.

Scale, co-founded in 2016 by CEO Al-
exandr Wang, has been growing quick-
ly: The startup generated revenue of 
$870 million last year and expects sales 
to more than double to $2 billion in 
2025, Bloomberg previously reported.

Scale plays a key role in making AI 
data available for companies. Because 
AI is only as good as the data that goes 
into it, Scale uses scads of contract 
workers to tidy up and tag images, text 
and other data that can then be used for 
AI training.

Bloomberg

other high-level dignitaries.
Some 60 heads of state and govern-

ment are expected in Nice, including 
Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula 
da Silva and his Argentine counterpart 
Javier Milei.


