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Imagine a bridge being steadily 
reinforced — one that connects two 
nations separat-
ed by geogra-
phy, yet drawn 
together by val-
ues, trust and a 
shared commit-
ment to building 
a more resilient 
future. This is the 
course that Ro-
mania and Japan 
are charting to-
day. The Romania-Japan Strategic 
Partnership, signed in 2023, is the 
seedbed from which our projects, 
connections and ideas continue to 
grow — encouraging both our na-
tions to explore new fields of coop-
eration.

To fulfi l the ambition of this 
Partnership, we believe that one 
strength lies in the regional and 
local fabric connecting our coun-
tries — a fabric woven by commu-
nities, innovators, universities and 
entrepreneurs whose ideas and 
initiatives shape the future from the 
ground up.

Dec. 1, our National Day, is a 
reminder that unity, cooperation 
and the courage to build together 
have always been at the heart of 
our story. As we mark this day in 
Japan, we do so with gratitude for 
the bridges already built — and 
with confidence in the many still 
to come. It is in fact the day when 
Romania’s historical regions chose 
to contribute to a common purpose 
and unite — a moment when com-
munities chose to shape their future 
collectively. 

The 1918 unification showed that 
national strength grows when local 
voices, communities and institutions 

align. This legacy of regional agen-
cy and cooperation is part of the 
way we approach our partnership 
with Japan.

Our partnership with Japan also 
grows strong when rooted in local 
initiative and regional vitality. Re-
gions and cities bring our nations 
closer.

Romania’s vision is simple: If we 
want our cooperation with Japan 
to advance meaningfully, we must 
empower the places where people 
live, create and innovate. Govern-
ment-to-government dialogue pro-
vides the structure. 

The long-term strength of the 
Strategic Partnership relies on 
local administrations, academic 
networks, business clusters and 
engaged citizens alike. Cities, uni-
versities, business ecosystems and 
communities are no longer periph-
eral elements — they are engines 
of innovation and resilience.

This resonates with Japan’s mod-

el, where dynamic regions succeed 
by pairing cutting-edge innova-
tion with the promotion of culture, 
craftsmanship and enduring local 
traditions.

Among Romania’s regions, Cluj 
County, situated in the heart of 
Transylvania, has taken a central 
role in our cooperation with Japan 
this year. Its capital, Cluj-Napoca, 
the “Silicon Valley of Romania,” 
hosts major tech companies, lead-
ing universities and a forward-look-
ing entrepreneurial ecosystem. 

Cluj is also home to the Roma-
nia-Japan Cooperation Center, 
which has fostered academic and 
business ties for many years. And 
in March 2026, the city will inaugu-
rate a new AI Research Institute, re-
inforcing its role as a natural partner 
for Japan in digital transformation, 
artificial intelligence and secure 
technologies.

This regional momentum was re-
inforced this October by the city of 
Iasi, which hosted the Japan-Roma-
nia Innovation Forum — a gathering 
that showcased Eastern Romania’s 
rising innovation ecosystem and its 
appetite for deeper technological 
cooperation with Japan.

Across the country, Romanian 
cities are developing meaningful 
partnerships with their Japanese 
counterparts: Sibiu and Takayama, 
two cities known for their cultural 
heritage, continue to deepen coop-
eration through their relationship as 
twin cities. Brasov and Musashino 
are exploring exchanges in edu-
cation, sustainability and urban 
innovation. These partnerships may 
begin locally, but their impact reso-
nates nationally. Even with Shimizu, 
our discussions began around 
something as humble as a garlic 
stem — a reminder that innovation 
often starts in unexpected places. 
From agriculture to food technology, 

local industries can open pathways 
to wider regional cooperation.

Romania’s regions are increas-
ingly influential in European value 
chains, including those related to 
information technology, cybersecu-
rity, green technologies, automotive 
components, digital services, agri-
tech, energy and advanced manu-
facturing. 

Today, more than 45,467 Ro-
manian companies are registered 
in the information technology and 
communications sector alone. For 
Japanese companies aiming to di-
versify supply chains and secure re-
liable partners within the European 
Union, Romania has stability, talent, 

connectivity and expanding inno-
vation ecosystems. As our regions 
connect, our economic cooperation 
naturally deepens.

And finally, last year, I wrote 
that the 2025 Osaka-Kansai Expo 
would be another opportunity for 
Japan to discover Romania — and 
vice versa. 

Now that the Expo has come to 
an end, I can say with pride that 
the Romanian Pavilion fulfilled that 
promise. Romania responded to 
Japan’s concept, “Designing Fu-
ture Society for Our Lives,” with a 
narrative rooted in tradition and in-
novation, cultural identity and green 
technology — a narrative enriched 

by the voices, talents and ideas 
coming from our regions, cities and 
local creative communities.

As Romania celebrates its Na-
tional Day in Japan, the lesson of 
1918 remains clear: Progress en-
dures when regions, communities 
and people work together toward 
a shared purpose. Today, from 
Cluj-Napoca to Takayama, from 
Brasov to Musashino, from Shimizu 
to the Black Sea region, these links 
chart a promising horizon.

One hundred and seven years af-
ter the unification, Romania contin-
ues to build bridges — and we hope 
that many of the most meaningful 
ones will lead to Japan.
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LOS ANGELES (AFP-Ji-
ji) — The Charlotte Hor-
nets snapped Toronto’s 
nine-game winning streak 
on Saturday, stunning the 
Raptors 118-111 in an NBA 

overtime thriller to bag just their sixth 
win of the season.

Miles Bridges scored 16 of his 35 
points in the fourth quarter and over-
time as the Hornets rallied against a 
Raptors team that appeared to be cruis-
ing when they led by 17 in the first 
quarter.

Rookie Kon Knueppel added 20 
points for Charlotte and drained a 
three-pointer with 10.1 seconds left in 

regulation to force overtime.
After Toronto’s Scottie Barnes drove 

for a layup to open the extra session, 

Bridges tied it again with a floater then 
gave Charlotte their first lead of the 
game with a three-pointer.

The Hornets wouldn’t trail again, 
out-scoring the Raptors 14-7 in over-
time.

“The whole team set the tone,” Bridges 
said of a Hornets squad that won their 
second straight after snapping a sev-
en-game skid on Friday. “As a team, we’re 
bringing a different type of energy.”

Hornets coach Charles Lee said the 
key for the Hornets was “a belief in each 
other, a belief in what we could do.

“The guys just brought it,” he said. 
“And it was good to see us just execute 
and be able to come away [with a win] 
after we played a ton of really close 
games.”

The Detroit Pistons ended the Heat’s 
six-game winning streak with a 138-135 
victory in Miami.

Cade Cunningham scored 29 points 
with four rebounds and eight assists to 

lead the Pistons, who had dropped two 
in a row on the heels of their 13-game 
winning streak.

Andrew Wiggins scored 31 points, 
Norman Powell added 28 and Tyler Her-
ro chipped in 24 for Miami, but the Heat 
came up short in their bid to rally from a 
double-digit fourth-quarter deficit.

The Milwaukee Bucks, fueled by 29 
points from Giannis Antetokounmpo, 
halted their seven-game losing streak 
with a 116-99 victory over the Brooklyn 
Nets.

Antetokounmpo, in his second game 
back after missing four with a groin 
strain, surpassed 21,000 points for 
his career, becoming the 42nd player 
— and sixth-youngest — to reach the 
milestone with a three-pointer in the 
third quarter.

In 19 minutes on court the Greek star 
connected on an efficient 12 of 15 shots, 
adding eight rebounds, two assists and 
two steals.

Fans pull down fences, 
throw flares at match

A Swedish soccer playoff match 
between Orgryte IS and IFK 
Norrkoping descended into chaos 
on Saturday as fans tore down 
the fence and threw flares inside 
the stadium, causing the game to 
stop multiple times, local media 
reported.

The match ended goalless, 
resulting in Orgryte’s promotion 
to the Allsvenskan after 16 years, 
and the visiting supporters tried 
to storm the pitch to celebrate, 
prompting police to spray fans 
and players with fire extinguishers 
to control the crowd, the report 
said.

(Reuters)

Quote of the Day
“They can’t be true 
Tottenham fans because 
everyone supports each 
other when you’re on 
the pitch and we do 
everything we can to 
perform.” (AFP-Jiji)

Tottenham Hotspur man-
ager Thomas Frank, on fans 
who booed goalkeeper Gug-
lielmo Vicario after his mis-
take condemned his side to a 
dismal 2-1 defeat against Ful-
ham on Saturday.
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Hornets end Raptors’ 9-game win streak
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Charlotte Hornets forward Miles Bridges, left, shoots past Toronto Raptors forward Sandro 
Mamukelashvili during overtime on Saturday in Charlotte, N.C. 

Steelers place Jones on injured reserve
PITTSBURGH (AP) — The Pitts-

burgh Steelers placed left tackle Brod-
erick Jones on injured reserve Saturday 
ahead of a visit from the Buffalo Bills.

Andrus Peat will start in place of 
Jones and will be in charge of protect-
ing Aaron Rodgers’ blindside against 
the Bills (7-4).

Pittsburgh also elevated cornerback 
Asante Samuel Jr. to the 53-man roster. 
The Steelers signed the four-year vet-
eran to their practice squad earlier this 
month. Samuel had been a free agent 
after undergoing neck surgery in the 
spring.

Samuel joins a Pittsburgh defense 
that is struggling. The Steelers are last 

Spain’s Puig wins 
Australian PGA

BRISBANE, Australia (AP) 
— Spain’s David Puig has 
claimed the biggest title of his 
professional career and joined 
countryman great Seve Balles-
teros by winning the Australian 
PGA Championship at Royal 
Queensland.

in the NFL against the pass and 28th in 
the league in overall defense.

Pittsburgh can regain first place in 
the AFC North with a victory after Bal-
timore lost to Cincinnati on Thursday 
night.

Lions lose Ragnow
ALLEN PARK, Mich. (AP) — Frank 

Ragnow’s season is over before it start-
ed.

The four-time Pro Bowl center failed 
a physical because of a hamstring strain, 
days after coming out of retirement, the 
team announced Saturday.

The Lions say Ragnow reported to 
the team’s training facility on Friday 

and an exam showed he has an injury 
that will prevent him from playing this 
season.

“Frank has always been a team-first 
guy and is a true warrior,” the team said 
in a statement Saturday. “He will forev-
er be a Lion.”

The 29-year-old Ragnow was re-
instated off the retirement list on 
Wednesday in a move welcomed by the 
Lions, who have missed him on the of-
fensive line this year. His replacement, 
Graham Glasgow, was ruled out with 
a knee injury for the game against the 
Green Bay Packers on Thanksgiving, a 
game Detroit lost to hurt its chances of 
making the playoffs.

AP file photo

Pittsburgh Steelers offensive tackle Broderick 
Jones plays during a game against the 
Cleveland Browns in Pittsburgh on Oct. 12.


