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By Aleksandra Kovaé
Serbian Ambassador to Japan

On the occasion of Serbia’s State-
hood Day, it is my great honor to
extend sincere greetings to the peo-
ple of Japan and to reflect on a year
of exceptional
significance in
the relations be-
tween our two
countries. The
ties between Ser-
bia and Japan,
built over more £
than 140 years, A
are founded on Aleksandra Kovag
mutual respect,
understanding and enduring friend-
ship. In 2025, these ties were further
strengthened and elevated through
a series of important political, eco-
nomic and cultural milestones that
marked a truly outstanding chapter
in our bilateral relations.

The past year will be remem-
bered above all for Serbia’s highly
successful participation in the 2025
Osaka-Kansai Expo in Osaka. Ser-
bia’s pavilion emerged as one of the
most recognized and widely visited
national presentations at the Expo,
welcoming more than one million
visitors.

Through a carefully crafted narra-
tive that combined Serbia’s rich cul-
tural heritage with its contemporary
creativity, scientific achievements
and innovative spirit, we were able
to present Serbia as a modern,
open and forward-looking European
country.

The prestigious awards received
by Serbia’s pavilion represent a
great honor and confirmation of the
quality of our presentation, signifi-
cantly strengthening Serbia’s visibil-
ity and reputation among the Jap-
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Serbian President, Aleksandar Vucic, left, speaks with His Majesty the Emperor.

anese public, business community
and international partners.

For me, the Osaka Expo was not
only a showcase of Serbia’s identity
and potential, but also a powerful
platform for strengthening econom-
ic diplomacy. Numerous business
meetings, forums and networking
events held alongside the Expo
enabled direct contact between Ser-
bian and Japanese companies and
institutions.

These exchanges contributed to
a deeper understanding of Serbia’s
economic environment, its compet-
itive advantages and its role as a
strategic hub connecting European
and global markets. | am confident
that the partnerships initiated during
this period will yield concrete results
in the years to come.

Political dialogue between Serbia
and Japan in 2025 was equally dy-
namic and substantive. A particular-

ly meaningful moment was the visit
of the President of the Republic of
Serbia, Aleksandar Vucic, to Japan
on the occasion of Serbia’s National
Day at the Osaka Expo. During this
visit, President Vuci¢ held important
and cordial talks with His Majesty
the Emperor of Japan, as well as
with the then prime minister of Ja-
pan. These meetings reflected the
depth of mutual respect between
our two countries and reaffirmed
our shared commitment to further
strengthening bilateral relations and
cooperation.

High-level exchanges continued
throughout the year with visits by
Serbian dignitaries, including First
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister
of Finance SiniSa Mali and Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs Marko Buri¢.
These visits contributed significantly
to advancing sector-specific co-
operation, deepening institutional
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Photo by Andrej Pap
Above: The pavilion of the Republic of
Serbia at the 2025 Osaka-Kansai Expo in
Osaka

Photo by Dimitrije Goll
Right: Visitors at the celebration of
Serbia’s National Day at the Osaka
Expo on Sept. 15

ties and identifying new areas of
collaboration. Regular dialogue at
the highest political level remains a
cornerstone of our partnership and
an essential element in navigating
regional and global challenges.
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apan bonds last over 140 years
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Blaze BLUE

A path carved by the boldest tires.
Forged from bravery to conquer any terrain.
For fearless challengers driven by blue passion.

Embrace unwavering determination.
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Congratulations to the People of the Republic of Serbia on the Occasion of Their National Day




