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BASEBALL

Jays’ Okamoto blasts 1st HR of spring

DUNEDIN, Fla. — Ka-
zuma Okamoto hit 
his first home run of 
spring training, and it 
was the type that the 
Toronto Blue Jays are 

hoping to see more of from their newly 
acquired slugger. 

Okamoto blasted a two-run shot 131 
meters to dead center field in the Blue 
Jays’ 4-3 loss to the New York Mets on 
Monday in Dunedin, Fla.

Batting sixth in the lineup and start-
ing at third base, the home run in the 
second inning was also Okamoto’s first 
hit in the major leagues this spring. He 
also struck out in the fourth inning be-
fore coming out of the game.

Okamoto, who hit 30 or more home 
runs in six consecutive seasons for the 
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Toronto Blue Jays third baseman Kazuma Okamoto hits a two-run homer in the second inning 
of a spring training game against the New York Mets on Monday in Dunedin, Fla. 

Yomiuri Giants, joined Toronto this sea-
son on a four-year, $60 million contract. 

Meanwhile in Scottsdale, Ariz., 
the Chicago White Sox’s Munetaka 
Murakami went 2 for 4 with a double 
and two strikeouts in a 5-4 loss to the 
Colorado Rockies. 

In Glendale, Ariz., Los Angeles 
Dodgers two-way star Shohei Ohtani 
wrapped up his preseason camp with 
the National League team on Sunday 
and was to leave the United States to 
join up with the Samurai Japan team for 
the World Baseball Classic.

Ohtani participated in simulated 
pitching and free batting practice as 
he prepares for Japan’s defense of the 
WBC, although he has said he will not 
be pitching in the tournament. 

Skubal plans just 1 start in WBC
LAKELAND, Fla. (AP) — Detroit 

Tigers ace Tarik Skubal plans to make 

only one start for the United States in 
the World Baseball Classic, regardless 
of how far Team USA advances.

The two-time AL Cy Young Award 
winner wants to remain on a regular 
spring training regimen and ramp up 
for opening day mostly with the Tigers.

“The reason I didn’t announce it 
[sooner] was I wanted to keep the mo-
mentum on the WBC, but I’m just mak-
ing one start and then I’ll stick around 
for a few games,” Skubal told reporters 
Monday in Florida.

“I haven’t determined what games I’m 
going to watch. If they go to the finals, I 
think I’m going to try and lobby to just 
go watch and be with the guys. But yeah, 
I’m just making one start and getting 
back on track and getting back to here.”

Skubal made his first Grapefruit League 
start Monday, striking out four over two 
scoreless innings of two-hit ball in De-
troit’s 3-0 loss to the Minnesota Twins. 

He is expected to pitch for the Tigers 
again Sunday against the Toronto Blue 
Jays and then start for the U.S. late next 
week during WBC pool play in Houston.

After that, the rest of his outings this 
spring will come in a Detroit uniform, 
he said.

“It’s kind of the best of both worlds. 
That was the communication I had 
with those guys,” Skubal said. “There’s 
some risk obviously, and I’m trying to 
do both things, trying to pitch for Team 
USA, but also I understand I need to be 
here with these guys and get ready for 
the season.”

Skubal, who can become a free agent 
in the fall, is scheduled to start Detroit’s 
season opener March 26 in San Diego. 

The 29-year-old left-hander, a two-
time All-Star, has won the past two AL 
Cy Young Awards and ERA titles. He 
was 13-6 with a career-best 2.21 ERA in 
31 starts last season.


